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Why opt for illegal Adoption ?

Sheemantika Nag

In India, adoption is an ancient custom,
but even today people are sceptical about
it. Adopting a child is not child’s play. In
our society we are extremely proud of
family lineage and bloodline, Many feel
that adopting a child of unknown lincage
is demeaning and an admission of our
failure to be a good parents. We want to
adopt children from ‘good’ families, with
good looks, which we think would ensure
that the child would live up to our
expectations. All these pressing demands
have led parents to adopt illegally.
Moreover, there are rules and regulations
that specify the age and financial
condition of the parents who may adopt
legally. Above all, there is also a large
number of children who are adopted
illegally and trafficked.

CARA (Central Adoption Resource
Authority) has now centralised the
adoption process, which is on-line and
transparent. This is no doubt a remarkable
feat, but the question is - has CARA
looked inte the possibility of controlling
illegal adoption that continues to go on in
full swing? Does this practice, if not
directly, at least indirectly lead to
trafficking? Is there enough effort to

control this phenomenon?

On 27th May 2015, [ attended a live
program on TARA TV’s “Bhalo Achhi
Bhalo Theko”. We tried to create some
awareness regarding the necessity of legal
adoption. Several questions came over
phone. They were mostly from people,
who are unaware that the adoption process
is not merely about bringing up the child
but it also involves a legal process that
entitles the adoptive child, his/her rights.
A lot of parents are unable to adopt
through the legal channel for various
reasons. First, it is very cumbersome due
to the inherent lengthy process, but more
importantly, the rules and guidelines label
the parents unfit to adopt, because of their
age or income factor. There are also a large
number of parents who want to keep the
adoption a secret.

There are nursing homes and hospitals
where unwanted children are born. A birth
certificate is issued to the adoptive mother
stating her name as the birth mother of
the child. It is 2 win-win situation for the
concerned parties, The only commitment
here is money, which changes hands with
no questions asked and the whole process
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remains a secret. There are no norms to
be followed, no bars attached. Tn the
cities, there are touts who are on the look-
out for moneyed people who do not mind
shelling out a few lakhs to have a child
delivered according to their choice, one
who is fair, good-looking, etc.

Should we not be worried about this
illegal adoption business? Should we not

be concerned about the future of the -

illegally adopted child, where the parents
could abandon a child any day, if they find
him/her not living up to their
expectations? Has the child been adopted/
bought with the intention of trafficking?
We are yet to find an answer.

As we know, there has been a drastic
reduction in the number of legal adoptions
in West Bengal. Is it because the number
of illegal adoptions has increased, and the
number of legally “free for adoption”
children has decreased or is it that, the
people are less interested in adoption?

Many do not like to expose the secret
of adoption. Disclosure has caused a big
headache to a lot of parents. Though
parents are advised to let the child know
of their adoption before school going age,

when they start interacting with outsiders,

the majority of the parents tend to
postpone the event. I have often pondered,
why are most adoptive parents hesitant

about disclosing the fact of adoption? Is it
their inability to conceive a child; do they
see it as their shortcoming; is it because
bringing up a child of unknown parentage
as their own is disapproved by the society?
To keep the adoption under wraps, parents
often go to the extent of changing jobs,
locality or even leaving the city. But the
question is - do they really manage to keep
adoption a secret? These parents have no
qualms in lying about the relationship; as
a result, they live in constant fear of their
secret being revealed. Often, we tind these
parents frantically contacting Atmaja
regarding their children who have been
informed of their adoption by
acquaintances with no sympathy
whatsoever for the child and the parents
are at a loss as to how to deal with the
situation.

If adoptive parents could get rid of the
feeling that adoption is not something to

- be hidden, but an alternative way of

becoming parents, this could at least
reduce the number of illegal adoptions.
CARA alongside the Government as well
as other organisations can work together
to create awareness against illegal
adoption amongst common people.
Doctors, Nurses, Hospitals, Nursing
Homes, Police, etc., in my opinion, can
all work together— there is no reason
why we should not be able to reduce illegal
adoption.
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