


General Secretary Reports

Subir Banerjee
Atmaja, now in its late teens, has grown in 

stature in terms of contribution to the 

society in the field of adoption by way of 

consultation, advice and guidance .But 

somehow the activities like counseling and 

seminars have come to a trickle but our 

members do share their expertise and 

knowledge with the citizens on platforms 

like radio, television and panel discussions 

on many occasions round the year.
The television channels and radio stations 

including Doordarshan,approach our 

members for participation as experts in 

their talk shows on adoptions related 

topics  and in the last one year Nilanjana 

Gupta,Sheemantika Nag and Swapan 

Naskar took part in the various 

programmes that were aired.
It is heartening to know that about 2000 

visitors , including many from foreign 

countries had visited Atmaja website in the 

past one year.We are working towards 

updating and upgrading our website to be 

functionally beneficial to all.



As usual there were get togethers on account of 

th
Bijoya Sammilani on 27  November 2016 at Dr 

Roys' residence inBallygunj and Annual picnic at 

thK D Mullick Bagan Bari in Narendrapur on 8  

January 2017

Last but not the least, on behalf of Atmaja 

members, I congratulate Gautam Gupta for 

his endeavour to publish Atmakatha in 

coloured and bound format for the last 

three issues starting January 2016. His 

suggestion to switch to e-format from the 

May-June issue of 2017, due to 

operational and technical reasons, was 

agreed to by the Executive Committee after 

deliberations. We all must contribute more 

towards making our e- magazine 

worthwhile and forward matters which are 

very much relevant in today's perspective 

in the field of adoption.  
I would like to emphasize that  younger 

members need to come forward and 

volunteer to take up responsibilities in the 

organization so that Atmaja  continue to 

live up to its reputation as a leading light 

on adoption related matters.



             A MEMORABLE JOURNEY --- VISIT TO KASHMIR 
                                                                       
                                                                                   --AHANA BASU        

      Last year in the  month of October 2016. I,  along with my 

parents and grandma  
undertook a journey to Kashmir,the Earthly Paradise of India.
      From Howrah station we got on to a train at 7.10 in the evening. 

The train 
journey was enjoyed . We went to Amritsar and paid a visit to the 

Golden Temple  
which  was   a   long – cherished  desire.  After visiting  the Golden 

Temple  we  went  
to    “ Jilianwala – Bagh” where  the   massacre  of  1919  took place. 

When  we  were  
visiting  the Martyrs' Well  where  many men, women and children 

were  shot  
dead  by the  British   Army, my  heart was  got  heavy  with  sorrow 

.After  that we  
went to visit the India – Pakistan border commonly  known  as 

“Wagha Border”. We 
had a long   desire to see the border personally and our desire was  

fulfilled . The 
Pakistani  soldiers  and the  Indian  soldiers  were guarding there 

respective borders. 
On the gate of the border the national flags of India and Pakistan 

were flapping in the 
wind . At 5.00 in the afternoon the Pakistani and Indian soldiers 

saluted the national 
flags   just before  bringing down than  flags. It  worth seeing . 
        The next day we trekked to katra to visit the Temple of 

Vaishnodevi .  It was 
tiresome  walk  uphill and   downhill. We  visited the  temple   at 

4a.m. and got back 
with a joy in our  heart. 
        The next day we started for Pahalgam. Our bus resumed its 

journey after some 
religious  rituals like  cracking a coconut  and burning  the joss 

sticks . It was thrilling 
bus journey , The of natural beauty the blue sky above , the beautiful      



            hills below , the 
waterfalls with a  lilting  and melodious sound, a river was also 

flowing by and there 
were  plenty of  plains with eye – soothing greenery and flowers of 

various hues. Our 
bus arrived at Pahalgam which is a beautiful place full of natural 

beauty . We had a 
day's stay there at a hotel which was  on the bank of the river Leader. 
         The  next   day  we  arrived  at “ Srinagar “ the  capital  of  

Kashmir.  It  was  a 
beautiful town with many gardens. The men, women and children of 

Kashmir were 
good looking and courteous. At Srinagar ( Lake city ) we stayed 6 

days in a houseboat 
on  the Dal Lake. Srinagar's  main attraction  is the  charm  of  

staying in a houseboat. 
The  houseboat  was royally   decorated and bewitching . . The beauty 

of the Dal lake 
was exquisite. We had a thrilling shikaraboat journey on the lake. We 

went to the 
island in the middle of the   lake  named charchinar. It was  an island 

having four tall 
chinar trees beautifying the island. We enjoyed sightseeing at 

gulmarg, sonamarg, 
Mughal Gardens (Shalimar, Nishat Bagh, Chasmashahi), Hazratbal 

Mosque etc.                   
         After a stay of 6 days in Kashmir we had to leave the earthly 

paradise with a 
heavy   heart . When  I  bade  good bye to Kashmir, The visit to 

Kashmir   will never 
be forgotten. It will remain in my memory in years to come.    

                                                     -----X-----
AHANA BASU, KALYANI.





The Labour Sahana Krishnamurthy
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