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When we lapped `Our Atmaja' first

                          Pinaki Tewari 

She was walking very slow, 
Timid were her footfalls, 
Wrongly went to `Old Papa'
He was `SAA Social Worker'. 

Nurses led Her to `MA'.
Mother saw her daughter first,
Lightning quick she lapped `Her Life'.
Very weak our `Atmaja' sobbed. 

Her `Jemma' rushed literally, 
`Jitun' and `Baba' followed them. 
We gave babies many gifts, 
And a special doll for Her. 

Four days we played with her. 
She was too weak to run.
And caught a very bad cold. 
Soon we talked to a doctor. 

The doctor angel checked her well 
And said with tears in his eyes, 
“Take your daughter, go home soon, 
Give her all love that you have.”

Soon we signed all the papers, 
Then, on that good March day,
Sitting, sleeping on our laps 
Our daughter reached her Home. 

Mami, Mama, Dida, Dada, 
Kakai, Kamma, Pisimoni, 
Dadan, Masimoni and Toradi 
Love her always very very much. 

Four and half years go by. 
`Prapti' cut her 7-year-cake 
In the wink of an eye 
She saw five more March. 

Lil she cries, we begin to sob, 
Lil she is ill, we begin to quake, 
Now she goes to school in car,
Wave our hands we in great joy. 

She got into our soul, 
Sans her Our Home is lone, 
We have sleepless nights many, 
`Prapti' is out lifeline. 

“A ray of hope flitters in the sky
A tiny star lights up way up high

All across the land dawns a brand new morn
This comes to pass when a child is born” ( Boney M)
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ôôô “þy „Ïþyöì¢ xyîûç öíöìœ íy„þöì“þ  Ö•% ö“þy›yöì„þ£z òòîûy¢¦þóó îöìœ˜ ö„þ˜ Ú

xyöìK  vþz!˜ Ö•% xy›yöì„þ£z ˜ëû ôôô ¢î öŠéöìœöì„þ£z “þyîû îyîyô›yîû ö”çëûy ˜y› •öìîû ˜y
övþöì„þ !î„,þ“þ ˜yöì› vþyöì„þ˜Ð çÝþy£z ç˜yîû ßþº¦þyîÐ

öë›˜ Ú

öë›˜ ôôô ›„þîû ö„þ“þ˜ ö„þ ôôô îöìœ˜ ôôô ›„ÅþÝþ– xy‚Ö›y˜öì„þ ô xy˜‹y˜– îyîû#wöì„þ
ôôô î¤y”öìîûwÐ

~Ýþy !„þlsþ !àþ„þ ˜ëû ¢ÄyîûÐ ›y îyöìþ™îû ö”çëûy ˜yöì›îû ~„þÝþy îÄO˜y íyöì„þÐ

“þy£z îöœ “%þ!› ç¤îû †yöìëû „þy!œ ö‘þöìœ ö”öìîÚ

Ö•% ö¢‹˜Ä ˜ëû ¢ÄyîûÐ vþz!˜ îyˆy!œ ‹y“þÝþyöì„þ£z xþ™›y˜ „þöìîû˜Ð “þy£z xy›yîû ›yíyîû
!àþ„þ !Šéœ ˜yÐ

!„þ îœöìœÚ îyˆy!œ ‹y“þÝþyöì„þ xþ™›y˜ „þöìîû˜ ôôôô ›yöì˜ ôôôô

£¤Äy ¢Äyîû– vþz!˜ îöìœ˜ ›ye ¢ö“ì þî‹û ˜ xÙ»yöîì yû £# !˜öëì  û î…!“þëyû î û !…œ!‹ ~ ö”Ÿ ‹ëû
„þöìîû!ŠéœÐ „þyîû’ îyˆy!œîûy ¢î ö¦þvþYëûy !ŠéœÐ
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~ !„þ !îÙ»y¢ öëy†Ä ¢ÄyîûÚ

“þy£z ö“þy öœ…y xyöìŠé £z!“þ£yöì¢Ð

çöì“þy ¢Äyîû ëyîûy !‹öì“þ!Šéœ “þyöì”îû öœ…y £z!“þ£y¢Ð ¢!“þÄ ‡Ýþ˜y xy›îûy ö“þy ‹y!˜ ˜yÐ

“%þ!› îûöì›Ÿ‰þw ”öì_îû ôôôô òòîD !îöì‹“þyóó þ™öìvþüŠéÚ

˜y ôôô ¢Äyîû– “þöìî ›£yîûyÜTÉ ‹#î˜ ²Ì¦þy“þ– îûy‹þ™%“þ ‹#î˜¢õþÄy þ™öìvþü!ŠéÐ

xyFŠéy ôôô î!Bþöì›îû ö„þy˜ î£z þ™öìvþüŠéÚ  I mean ~…˜ þ™ëÅhsþ ë“þ î£z þ™öìvþüŠé “þyîû
›öì•Ä ¢îÅöì×Ûþ ö„þy˜!ÝþÚ

£¤Äy ¢Äyîû þ™öìvþü!ŠéÐ xy›yîû þ™vþüy ¢îÅöì×Ûþ î£z ôôô òòxy˜r”›àþóó ôôô ~îyîû “þöìî xy!›
îyvþü# ëy£z ¢Äyîû ôôô ‰þöìœy ö›öì¢y ôôô

xy!› ö“þy !„þ îœöîì y îG% þö“ì þ þ™yî!û Šé ˜y ¢ÄyîÐû  ‰þöœì y ×#Ÿ ôôôô xy›yî û ¢yöíì  îyvþ#ü  ‰þöœì yÐ

îûy¢!î£yîû# ôôôô

¢Äyîû ôôôô

~£z ˜yç ôôôô îûöì›Ÿ‰þöìwîû òòîD !îöì‹“þyóó ôôôô ~…˜ îyvþü# !†öìëû þ™vþüÐ ¢öìõþÄöìîœyëû 
¢%£*” ¢!Á¿œ˜#öì“þ ~öì¢ î£zÝþy öšþîû“þ ö”öìî– xyîû “þ…˜ îœöìî ö“þy›yîû „,þ“þ„þöì›Åî
 ‹˜Ä „þy›yœ%!j˜ ¢yöì£öìîîû „þyöìŠé !˜ƒŸ“Åþ Çþ›y ‰þy£zöì“þ ²Ìlßþ“þ xyŠé !„þ ˜yÐ ×#Ÿ
ö“þy›yöì„þ òò¢%£*” ¢öìÁ¿œ˜#óó xy…vþüyëû ¢öìõþÄ ŠéëûÝþyëû !˜öìëû ëyöìîÐ

xy!› „Ïþy¢ „þîûöì“þ þ™yîûöìîy ˜y ¢Äyîû ôôô

˜yÐ ë“þÇþ’ ˜y “%þ!› ö“þy›yîû !ŸÇþöì„þîû „þyöìŠé !˜ƒŸ“Åþ Çþ›y ‰þy£zöìŠéy ö“þy›yöì„þ „Ïþyöì¢
î¢öì“þ ö”çëûy £öìî ˜yÐ ö“þy›yîû ˜y› ~£z „þöìœ‹ öíöì„þ îy” ö”çëûy £öì“þyÐ “þöìî
“%þ!› ¢!“þÄ „þíy îœyîû ‹˜Ä ö“þy›yöì„þ ~„þÝþy ¢%öìëy† ö”çëûy £öì“þyÐ ~îyîû îyvþü# ëyçÐ 
xyþ™!˜ç xy¢%˜ îy›yþ™” îyî%Ð îûy¢%öì„þ ~„þÝ%þ ˜‹öìîû îûy…öìî˜Ð …¤y!Ýþ öœy£yîû Ý%þ„þöìîûyÐ
!àþ„þ›öì“þy •yîû !”öì“þ þ™yîûöìœ “þöìœyëûyîû „þîûy ëyöìîÐ 

Sœy!àþ ö…œyîû xyçëûy‹– öþ™Ýþy ‡^ùWzyîû Šéëû!Ýþ xyçëûy‹¡ì ¢öìõþÄ ˜y›öìŠé ‰þr”˜˜†öìîûV
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ú ö”… îûy¢%ô¢%£*” ¢öìÁ¿œ˜#ôxy…vþüyÐ þ™yöìŸ œy£zöìîÊîû#ç xyöìŠéÐ 

ú ŸÄy›î’Å öŠéöìœ!Ýþöì„þ ~„þÝþy îvþüöìœy„þ öî•vþü„þ àþÄyˆyöìFŠé ö„þ˜Ð xyîû xyöìŸþ™yöìŸîû
¢î öœy„þ ”¤y!vþüöìëû ”¤y!vþüöìëû ö”…öìŠéÐ öìŠéöìœÝþyöì„þ î¤y‰þyöìFŠé ˜yÐ ”y¤ vþyü ç ôôô ö”…y!FŠé ›‹y
 ~£z …îîû”yîû ôôôô

!„þ îÄyþ™yîû ö£Ð “%þ!› xyîyîû ~¢öìîîû ›öì•Ä ‘%þ„þöìœ ö„þ˜ öŠéy„þîûyÐ

“%þ!› ~“þ îvþüôçöì„þ ~„þœy öþ™öìëû ›yîûŠé ö„þ˜Ú

S£¤yþ™yöì“þ £¤yþ™yöì“þV ˜yô˜yôç ›yöìîû!˜Ð xy›îûy î„þ!¢‚ !Ÿ…!Šéœy›Ð

îûy¢% ôôô
ú £œ „þy˜y£zœyœ ”_Ð öîûyvþ ¢y!„þöì›îû ¢!îûëûyþ™yvþüy †!œÝþy öë…yöì˜ îû&ô”Ä öî˜yîûöì¢
þ™öìvþüöìŠé ö¢…yöì˜ çîû îyvþü#Ð öŠéyÝþöìîœyë û îyîyî û ¢yöíì  öîyÁyº £ z ‰þöœì  !†öëì û!ŠéœÐ ~îŠéîû
xy›yöì”îû „Ïþyöì¢ ¦þ!“Åþ £öìëûöìŠéÐ £z‚îûy‹# ¦þyœ ‹yöì˜– “þöìî îy‚œy ¦þyœ ‹yöì˜ ˜yÐ

×#Ÿ ôôô ~£z “þöìî ö“þy›yîû îûy¢%”y”y ôôô

£¤Äy ôôô ‰þœ „þy˜y£z ôôôô ¢Äyöìîûîû „þyöìŠé öëöì“þ £öìîÐ

öì£vþ¢Äyîû ¢öìõþÄ ŠéÝþyëû xy¢öì“þ îœöìœ˜ ôôôô !˜öì‹£z ö“þy ~öìœ˜ ˜yÐ

¢Äyîûöì„þ ~„þÝþy ‹îû&îû# !›!Ýþ‚~ öëöì“þ £öìëûöìŠéÐ “þy£z ~…yöì˜ xy¢öì“þ þ™yöìîû˜!˜Ð
xy›yöì„þ …îîû þ™y!àþöìëûöìŠé˜ ç˜yîû îyvþü# öëöì“þÐ

“þ%!› xyöì† öîyÁºy£zöì“þ !Šéöìœ „þy˜y£zÐ

öìîyÁºy£z ˜ëû þ™%˜yëû ôôô xyëÅ !›Ÿöì˜ þ™vþü“þy›Ð

þ™%˜yîû ‰þyöìþ™„þyîû îÊy”y¢Åô~îû ˜y› Ööì˜ŠéÐ ”yöì›y”îû £!îû ‰þyöìþ™„þîûÐ

“%þ!› ç ˜y› ö„þyíyëû Ö˜öìœÚ
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öì”… ¦þy£z– ö“þy›yöì”îû ~£z vþz!þ™˜”yîû xyçvþüyëû ²Ìí› xy¢!ŠéÐ “þy£z vþz!˜ !„þ „þyîûöì’
!î…Äy“þ “þy ‹y!˜ ˜yÐ xyr”y‹ „þîûöì“þ þ™y!îûÐ “þöìî ”yöì›y”îû xyîû îyœ„,þ¡Œ ‰þyöìþ™„þyöìîûîû
˜y› ‹y˜öìîy ˜yÐ

xy!› ö“þy ˜y› Ö!˜!˜Ð

„þy˜y£z “%þ!› çöì”îû ö”öì…öìŠéyÚ

öì„þ›˜ „þöìîû ö”…öìîy xy›yîû îëû¢ ~…˜ 10 îŠéîûÐ ”yöì›y”öìîûîû š¤þy!¢ £ëû 18£z ~!²Ìœ
1898– öŠéyÝþ ¦þy£z îy¢%öì”öìîîû š¤þy!¢ £ëûÐ ö› 1899– ”yöì›y”öìîûîû 10£z ö› 1899Ð

“þöìî xy›yöì”îû „Ïþyöì¢îû ~„þ!Ýþ öŠéöìœ çöì”îû „þíy …%î îœöì“þyÐ

„Ïþyöì¢îû öŠéöìœ ›yîûyàþ# Ú

£¤Äy– þ™vþüyöìŸy˜yöì“þ …%î ¦þyöìœy ôôô šþyÞÝÅþ £öì“þy ôôô !þ™‚öìœÐ

!þ™‚öìœ ôôô ›yöì˜ !þ™‚öìœ þ™ÝþyŸ Söì£öì¢ ö£öì¢V

˜y ôôô ˜y ôôô …%î ¦þyœ ßþºyßþiÄ þ™%öìîûy ˜y› ôôô !î¡%Œ ”yöì˜Ÿ !þ™ˆöìœÐ

îœöì“þ îœöì“þ ¢Äyöìîûîû îyvþü# ‰þöìœ ~öì¢!ŠéÐ ¢Äyîû !„þ ~„þÝþy þ™vþüöìŠé˜Ð

¢Äyîû ôôô
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xyöìœ„þ‹y[þyîû v%þ›yîû öœ…y î£zÐ ”yîû&’       †ÒÐ þ™öìîû ö“þy›yöì”îû îœî– íy„ääþ íy„ääþ
xyîû ²Ì’y› „þîûöì“þ £öìî ˜yÐ ”yç îûy¢% î£zÝþy ”yçÐ „þ£z– þ™öìvþüŠé îöìœ ö“þy ›öì˜ £öìFŠé 
˜yÐ

˜y ôôô ¢Äyîû– þ™%öìîûyÝþy þ™öìvþü!ŠéÐ

“þöìî Ÿyßþf îy„þÄ !›œöìŠé ˜y ö„þ˜Ú öœ…˜# þ™%!hßþ„þy ‹yëûy þ™îû£hßþ”y £“þyÐ ë!”¢y
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¢Äyîû ›yöì˜ ö“þy î%Gþœy› ˜yÐ
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xy›yöì”îû ¢‚ßé,ñ“þ !î”Äy ö“þy ç£z ˜îûƒ ˜öìîûïƒ ˜îûyƒ þ™ëÅhsþÐ

î%Gþöìœ ˜y ôôôô “þöìî öŸy˜ ôôôô
òò„þœ›ôöì„þ“þyî „þ!î !²Ìëûy •yîû !”ç ˜y „þyvþzöì„þ ¦þy£z •yîû !”öìœ “þy !šþöìîû xy¢yîû ö„þy˜
îû„þ› ‰þyª£z ˜y£zÐ ö˜£y“þ ë!” ‡öìîû öìšþöìîû˜ ôôô ö”…öìî˜ „þëûœy £öìœ˜ Šéy£zóó “þy ×#›y˜
ö„þöì§¬y ôôô xy‹ !„þ þ™vþüyîû „þíy !ŠéœÐ

¢Äyîû xy›yîû ~£z ˜y› !„þ „þöìîû ‹y˜öìœ˜ ôôô

öì…¤y‰þyÝþy ö›öìîûöìŠé îûy¢% ôôôô ›yöì˜ ×#›y˜ îûy¢¦þ– þ™öìîû x˜%¢õþy˜ „þöìîû ö‹öì˜!Šé ö“þy›yîû
˜y› ôôôô

xy‹ ¢Äyîû òþ™œyŸ#îû ë%kþó Öîû& „þîûyîû „þíy ôôô

Exactly þ™œyŸ#îû ë%kþ ö„þyöì˜y „Ïþy!¢„þÄyœ !œÝþy‰þyöìîûîû ÞÝþy!vþ „þîûöì“þ £öìœ î%Gþöìœ
„þy˜y£z ôôôô ö¢£z ¢y!£“þÄ „þ›Åöì„þ !£¢öìÝþy!îû„þÄy!œ !‹ç@ùÌy!šþ„þÄy!œ ôôôô ~î‚
e«öì˜yœ!‹„þÄy!œ ~¢Ýþy!îÏ¢ „þîûöì“þ £öìîÐ ‰þr”ø˜˜†öìîûîû ‰þyDy þ™yîû £öìëû ŸÄy›œ”yîû
‹†jœ „,þ¡Œ˜†îûöì„þ !þ™Šéöì˜ öšþöìœ xy›yöì”îû öëöì“þ £öìî vþz_öìîû ˜!”ëûy ö‹œyîû
þ™œyŸ#îû xy›îy†yöì˜Ð ›#îû‹yšþîû ôôô vþz!›‰¤þy” ôôô îûy‹îÍÔ¦þ îûyëû”%œÅöì¦þîû ¡ìvþüësþf
‹yöìœ îû&k  £œ Ù»y¢Ð xþ™îû!”öì„þ ›,“%þÄOëû# ›#îû›”˜ ôôôôö›y£˜œyöìœîû xydî!œ”yöì˜
¦þyîû# £œ îy“þy¢Ð î!’öì„þîû ›y˜”[þ ô îûy‹”öì[þ îû*þ™yhsþ!îû“þ £œÐ xyFŠéy îöìœy ö”!…
ö“þy›îûy ë!” ö¢£z þ™œyŸ#îû ²Ìyhsþöìîû vþzþ™!ßþi“þ íy„þöì“þ „þ# „þîûöì“þÚ

xy!› ¢Äyîû „Ïþy£zöì¦þîû „þyöìŠé ‹#îhsþ •îûy !”“þy› ˜yÐ ë%kþ öŸöì¡ì ö£öìîû ö†!Šé ‹y˜öìœ
›#îû›”˜ ö›y£˜œyöìœîû ¢D# £öìëû xyd£“þÄy „þîû“þy›Ð

„þy˜y£z “%þ!› Ú

xy!› ¢Äyîû– îr”%öì„þîû =!œ ç¦þyöìî ˜ÜT „þîû“þy› ˜yÐ ö¢Ýþy !˜öìëû !šþöìîû xy¢“þy›
›%!ŸÅ”yîyöì” ë“þ!”˜ ˜y ›#îû‹yšþöìîûîû ¢yÇþyê öìþ™“þy› =!œÝþy !‹£zöìëû îûy…“þy›Ð

îûy¢!î£yîû#Ð

xy!› ¢Äyîû „þy›œ%!j˜ ¢Äyöìîûîû „þyöìŠé Çþ›y ‰þy£zöì“þ þ™yîûöìîy ˜yÐ
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